His Childhood and Youth
jealousy, unless it were the fact that the elder brother was
popular, while Charles, because of his reserve and coldness
with strangers, was not. Whatever the cause of the irritation
may have been, the fact remains that Charles rarely neglected
to inflict some insult or injury on John* The elder boy
stammered badly, and Charles mimicked him so successfully
that he contracted a stammer of his own* " He was very fond
of fighting," John said to Mr* Barry OTBrien, " and would
fight with me if he had nobody else*"1 When John and he
went out as retrievers with the guns, and John fetched back
more birds than he, he would fly into a violent passion*
** When we were playing hockey, I had to keep a sharp
look-out for my shins, because Charley always tried to go for
me*"2 Throughout Mr* ParnelFs account of his brother
we find passages in which he narrates some instance of this
odd irritation, which frequently ended in blows, immediately
followed by contrition* It was, perhaps, the result of a
highly-nervous temperament in contact with a slower nature,
or of the jealousy to which John Parnell himself attributed it,
but it was not enough to cause dislike between the brothers,
who remained throughout their lives on terms of affection,
despite the fact that their father bequeathed Avondale to the
younger of the two*
The relationship between Irish children and their servants
is more intimate and familiar than that between English
children and their servants, and the young Parnells heard
in the kitchen and the stables of Avondale many stories of
persecutions, which were increased by others which they heard
during their rambles round the country* These tales, more,
perhaps^ than anything else, influenced Charles Parnell in his
politics* One of them, indeed, stirred the mind and imagina-
tion of this nervous boy, who suffered from somnambulism and
1  Life of Charles Stewart Parnell, by R* Barry O*Briefc, voL L, p* 37*
2  Charles Stewart Parnell, by his brother, John Howard Parnell, p* 35*
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